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[Abstract] In 2015 Europe has been confronted with the largest flows of refugees and
migrants since World War Two. Notwithstanding the existence of a number of common policies on
asylum and immigration in the European Union (EU), EU Member States have failed to give a
coordinated, equitable and humane response to this humanitarian crisis. This article retraces the
origins and evolution of EU cooperation in asylum and immigration matters and highlights the
persistent tension between the functional pressure for European solutions on the one and Member
States' sovereign prerogatives on the other hand.
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