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THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENTS

This handbook provides readers with up-to-date knowledge on environmental movements 
and activism and is a reference point for international work in the field. It offers an assessment 
of environmental movements in different regions of the world, macrostructural conditions 
and processes underlying their mobilization, the microstructural and social-psychological 
dimensions of environmental movements and activism, and current trends, as well as prospects 
for environmental movements and social change.

The handbook provides critical reviews and appraisals of the current state of the art and 
future development of conceptual and theoretical approaches as well as empirical knowledge 
and understanding of environmental movements and activism. It encourages dialogue across 
the disciplinary barriers between social movement studies and other perspectives and reflects 
upon the causes and consequences of citizens’ participation in environmental movements and 
activities. The volume brings historical studies of environmentalism, sociological analyses 
of the social composition of participants in and sympathizers of environmental movements, 
investigations by political scientists on the conditions and processes underlying environmental 
movements and activism, and other disciplinary inquiries together, while keeping a clear focus 
within social movement theory and research as the main lines of inquiry.

The handbook is an essential guide and reference point not only for researchers but also for 
undergraduate and graduate teaching and for policymakers and activists.

Maria Grasso is Professor at the School of Politics and International Relations, Queen Mary 
University of London, UK.

Marco Giugni is Professor at the Department of Political Science and International Relations 
and Director of the Institute of Citizenship Studies (InCite) at the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland.
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