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2. Theory
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2.1. A “new” cleavage
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2.2. Changes in the party system
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2.3. New socio-political alliances
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Table 1. Four social groups

Popular Merchant 
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Brahmin Bourgeois 
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2.4. Testable propositions
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Political preferences: 

Redistribution: 

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦
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Public investment in education: 

Globalisation:

Immigration:

Business regulation

19 

3. Data on political and policy preferences

20 

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

Total

Support for politics

28.42

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦

◦

Brahmin left versus merchant right?

Revue de la régulation, 38 | 1er semestre ｜Spring 2025

7



25.97

Support for redistribution

9.20

18.42

7.69

34.22

30.48

Support for more spending on unemployment benefits

6.86

18.41

45.63

21.49

7.61

Support for the opinion that income differences are too large

1.70

9.07

13.58

43.31

32.34

Support for the opinion that large income differences necessary for prosperity

13.99

37.39
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25.55

19.06

4.00

Support for taxing more richer people

7.62

15.18

21.92

36.55

18.74

Support for the opinion that benefits make individuals lazy

11.33

18.57

26.01

28.13

15.97

Support for the opinion that it is unjust that rich people can buy education

7.99

14.32

18.92

27.61

31.15
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Support for spending education

2.50

2.81

27.74

37.62

29.34

Support for the opinion that immigration is good for the economy

7.43

19.54

32.20

35.48

5.35

Support for the opinion that no immigration-related job substitution

9.38

21.86

24.89

31.74

12.13

Support for free trade

2.47

10.46

Brahmin left versus merchant right?

Revue de la régulation, 38 | 1er semestre ｜Spring 2025

10



27.07

48.54

11.46

Support for large companies

18.63

36.55

26.02

15.20

3.59

Support for less regulation

5.52

21.30

30.46

28.80

13.92

Income

115.92

21 

Brahmin left versus merchant right?

Revue de la régulation, 38 | 1er semestre ｜Spring 2025

11



et al. 

3.1. Party preferences

22 

Figure 1. Distribution of party afÏliation by country
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3.2. Preferences for redistribution
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3.3. Preferences on public investment in education
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3.4. Preferences on globalisation and immigration
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3.5. Preferences on business regulation

31 

4. Data on political supply
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34 

Figure 2. Left-Right ideological position and on Redistribution (source: Manifesto Project Database)
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Figure 3. Ideological position on Globalisation and on Business (source: Manifesto Project
Database)

5. Empirical strategy and results

5.1. Empirical specification
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Figure 4. Distribution of degree by country

36 
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Year
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40 

5.2. Results on preferences on politics

41 

Table 3. Preferences on political leaning (main results)

P1

Support  for  the  left

should  increase  with

the education level

P2
Support  for  the  left

should  decrease  with

income,  more  steeply

at low education levels
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P2b

Support  for  the  right

should  increase  with

the  income level  more

steeply  at  low

education levels

P3

Support  for  the  right

should  decrease  with

the  education  level  at

high income levels

42 
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Figure 5. Support for Left (P1)

Figure 6. Support for Left (P2)
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5.2.1. A popular left
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Figure 7. Evidence of a popular left (P1)
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5.2.2. A brahmin left
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Figure 8. Evidence of a Brahmin left (P1)
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de facto
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5.2.3. A bourgeois right
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Figure 9. Evidence of a bourgeois right (P3)

5.3. Results on policy preferences

50 

Table 4. Policy preferences (main results)

R1

Support  for  redistribution

should  decrease  with  income

more at low than at high levels

of education
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R2

Support  for  redistribution

should decrease with education

at  low  levels  of  income  and

should  be  constant  at  high

level of income

PI1

Support  for  investment  in

education should increase with

the  education  level  more

strongly  for  low  income  than

high income.

PI2

Support  for  investment  in

education  should  decrease

more  strongly  with  income at

low  education  levels  than  at

high education levels.

G1
Support  for  globalisation  of

business  activities  should
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increase  with  the  education

level at low income levels and

stay  constant  at  high  income

levels

G2

Support  for  globalisation  of

business  activities  should

increase  with  income,  more

strongly  at  low  education

levels.

I1

Support  for  immigration

should  increase  with  the

education  level  at  all  income

levels

I2

Support  for  immigration

should  be  constant  with

income at all education levels
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B1

Support  for  less  business

regulation  should  increase

with income

B2

Support  for  less  business

regulation  should  increase

with education

5.3.1. Support for redistribution

51 

Figure 10. Support for redistribution (R1 and R2)
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5.3.2. Support for public investment in education
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Figure 11. Support for investment in public education (Pl1 and Pl2)
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5.3.3. Support for immigration / globalisation
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Figure 12. Support for immigration with a good effect on the economy (I1)

56 

57 

Brahmin left versus merchant right?

Revue de la régulation, 38 | 1er semestre ｜Spring 2025

28



5.3.4. Support for less regulation
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Figure 13. Support for less regulation (B1 and B2)

5.4. Summing up
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5.5. Robustness checks

62 

63 

Brahmin left versus merchant right?

Revue de la régulation, 38 | 1er semestre ｜Spring 2025

30



64 

et al.

65 

6. Conclusion
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