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Abstract: 

Childhood is a major international peer reviewed journal and a forum for research relating to 
children in global society that spans divisions between geographical regions, disciplines, and social 
and cultural contexts. Childhood publishes theoretical and empirical articles, reviews and scholarly 
comments on children's social relations and culture, with an emphasis on their rights and 
generational position in society. 

 

Main text: 

Childhood is a quarterly peer reviewed academic journal which was established in 1993 and is 
published by SAGE Publications in association with the Norwegian Centre for Child Research, at 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology (www.chd.sagepub.com). The current editors of the 
journal are Leena Alanen (University of Jyväskylä), Dan Cook (Rutgers University), Karl Hanson 
(University of Geneva) and Virginia Morrow (University of Oxford). The journal’s managing editor is 
Karin Ekberg (Norwegian University of Science and Technology). 

Since its launch, the journal has acted as a scholarly forum for publishing empirical research and 
theoretical developments related to the study of children and childhood. This particular study field 
has emerged since the 1980s in particular by scholars working in the United States, the UK and in 
Nordic countries. This field of study was initially named the ‘sociology of childhood’ or was also called 
‘the new social studies of childhood’. Over the years, a wider geographical scope and many more 
disciplinary approaches besides sociology have been included, leading the field now generally being 
conceptualised as the interdisciplinary field of childhood studies. 

Childhood’s subtitle is A Journal of Global Child Research and reflects the journal’s aspiration to 
encourage and publish research about children's lives and circumstances in every part of the world. It 
also endeavours to support research conducted by scholars across the globe. Researchers publishing 
in the journal come from a wide range of disciplines from within the social sciences and humanities 
and include sociology, social anthropology, geography, educational sciences, political sciences and 
political economy, law, developmental psychology, social work, history, development studies and 
communication studies. 
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Recurrent themes addressed in the journal deal with children’s agency; intergenerational relations; 
children’s accounts of their experiences  such as violence, education, family life or parental divorce; 
children's work and labour; the history of childhood; childhood poverty; circulation and migration of 
children; children’s everyday lives; early childhood; political participation; children's rights; 
qualitative research methods for eliciting children’s viewpoints; theoretical frameworks in childhood 
studies; the diversity of childhood/multiple childhoods. Childhood also regularly publishes special 
thematic issues on emerging themes such as children in and of commercial culture, childhood rights 
in international development or childhood and disability in countries of the South. 

The journal, which will be celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2018, aims in future to publish original 
empirical research of high quality on the changing conditions and realities of children and childhood 
across the globe. Furthermore, Childhood aims to continue to offer a platform for scholarly debate 
on theoretical developments that can relate children and childhood more firmly to broader 
evolutions in the social sciences. By doing so, the journal aspires to play a central role in the 
advancement of Childhood studies as an academic field of investigation. 

 

SEE ALSO: Childhood, sociology of; Childhood, history; Children's rights 
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